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The Twentieth Century Fund 
41 East 70th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
(212) 535-4441 
M. J. Rossant, Director 
TO: The Press Council Task Force 
September 14, 1972 
A number of developments have taken place regarding your proposed 
press council, which has been the subject of much discussion and debate, 
fortunately on a confidential basis. \~lile I outline them b r iefly. I 
should tell you that they suggest the need for another full-fledged 
mee ting of the entire Task Force, which has been scheduled for September 22 
here at the Fund. 
The Task Force will be joined on that occasion by Roger Traynor. former 
chief justice of California, who has consented to serve as chairman of the 
council upon its formation and, meanwhile, is working on some of the sub-
stantive problems that it will have to face. Ithie l Pool, Fred Friendly and 
I met · tdth Roger Traynor and all of us found h~ a penetrating scholar l,'ho 
seems ideally suited for the position of chairman . (A special tribute is 
owed to Justice Reardon , who first suggested him and paved the way for the 
meeting in San Frand.sca.) Subsequently, I have been in close touch with Justi.ce 
Traynor and can report that he is committed to the proposal, and wil l do his 
utmost to implement it. 
Difficult i es have been encountered in regard to the funding of the 
consortium, largely because the Ford Foundation, whose cooperation had been 
sought initially and ",hich seemed receptive to providing support, has asked 
for a delay. Fred Friendly , who has been involved in investigating the pro-
posal on behalf of Ford, sent me the enclosed letter mentioning some of his 
reservations and criticisms. After consultation with several members of your 
Task Force, I replied to him by letter, which is a l so encl osed , as ",ell 3S 
by telephone, making plain that it is the view of the Fund and those members 
of the Task Force whom I r eached that the issues that he and others have 
raised should not delay the commitment to fund the ceuncil. 
Since then, Fred Friendly has suggested that I discuss the problem with 
}~c Bundy and himself, which I plan to do . It may be that members of the Task 
Force should be involved in such a discussion, a point I have raised with 
Friendly. He promised to be back to me about such participation, at which 
time I will be back to you. 
As his letter indicates, Friendly' s letter was prompted, at least in 
part, by a seminar initiated by him at a Hedia Workshop at Aspen. Since 
Ithiel Pool , Lucy Benson and Barry Bingham were among the participants at 
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various stages of the discussions in Aspen, the Task Force had able de-
fenders for its proposal. But it does seem that some of the issues raised 
should be dealt with by the Task Force and the funding consortitml, and I 
enclose a staff memorandum that suuunarizes some of the issues needing cla r--
ifcation. Perhaps some revisions of your report may be necessary, but this 
is something that can be decided only by you and your colleagues on the 
Task Force at the meeting. . 
I also think that it might be wise to establish a working committee , 
made up of some representatives of the Task Force, some media and founda-
tion representatives, and Justice Traynor, to deliberate over and r eport 
on the procedural problems that must be resolved to implement your proposal 
for a council. Again, the matter can be discussed when we meet. But if 
this proposal is approved, the Johnson Foundation in Racine, Wisconsin, has I 
offered its Wingspread meeting center as the site of the formal meeting for 
the founding committee. 
Hhile I have informed Fred Friendly that the Fund and other founda t ions 
are prepared to proceed even if it decides against a commitment, I have not 
yet s ecured pledges for all the funds necessary in the event that Ford drops 
out. I will be working on this part of the problem and Hill report to you 
on it. 
I trust 
I v7elcome any 
MJR/cs 
Encs. 
that you will be able to 
comments you may have in 
be Hith us on FridaYt the 22nd. And 
advance of the meeting. 
Sincerely , 
H. J. Rossant 
